Sample Press Release for Community Stories Grant Awardees

[adapt and send out over your letterhead]


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: [DATE]
Contact: (YOU/YOUR PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER—include name, title if applicable, phone number, and email address)

________[YOUR ORGANIZATION] RECEIVES GRANT AWARD FROM CALIFORNIA HUMANITIES

(YOUR TOWN, CALIF.) — California Humanities has recently announced the [GRANT YEAR] Community Stories grant awardees. _____________ [YOUR ORGANIZATION] has been awarded ____________ [AMOUNT OF YOUR AWARD] for its project entitled “____________” [TITLE OF YOUR PROJECT]. 

Community Stories is a competitive grant program of California Humanities. Grants are awarded to projects that give expression to the extraordinary variety of histories and experiences of California’s places and people to ensure that the stories can be shared widely. These narratives help us find our commonalities, appreciate our differences, and learn something new about how to live well together. [INSERT BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR PROJECT; CONSIDER ADDING A QUOTATION FROM THE PRODUCER/DIRECTOR, ADVISOR, ETC.] ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

“California’s population has such a rich and varied story to tell—and we can all benefit from knowing more about each other,” noted Margaret Shelleda, chair of the board of California Humanities.  “We are proud to award grants to those who find creative and effective ways of sharing our stories with new audiences and help connect Californians whose histories and experiences deserve greater and deeper appreciation.” 

Since 2003, California Humanities has supported close to 500 story projects and granted more than $4 million to enable communities to voice, record, and share histories—many previously untold or little known. Through video, photography, murals, zines, documentary theater, audio projects, and more, these collected stories have been shared with broad audiences, both live and virtual. California Humanities is an independent non-profit state partner of the National Endowment for the Humanities. For more information on California Humanities, please visit www.calhum.org.
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